HISTCRY OF CULLOWHEE METHODIST CHURCH

(Organized in 189L)

The Cullowhee Methodist Church was a colony of the Speedwell Church. The
Speedwell Church was organized in 18L0. Fifty-four years later several members
from this church and some from the East La Porte Church formed the Cullowhee
organization, The Cullowhee school building was used as their meeting place
and the Rev. Wayne Jacobs from the Webster charge was their pastor. The charter
members were: Mr, and Mrs. L. J. Smith, Miss Lena Smith (Mrs. Cassius Wallace),
Miss Ida Smith, Mr. and Mrs. J. David Coward, Mrs. Anne Bryson, Mr. and Mrs.
Hugh Brvsen and Mr. Vance Bryson frem the East La Forte Church; Mrs. David F,
Brown and Mrs. Hamilton Brown from the Speedwell Church; Prof,. Robert. L. Madison
from Sylva; Mr. and Mrs. Hardy Bennett and Miss Mattie Bennett from Cashiers.
Prof. Robert L. Madison was the Sunday School Superintendent. Prof. Madisom, J,.
David Coward, Hugh Bryson, and L. J. Smith were the first stewards. ' ‘e

There were a nunber of pastors te follow the Rev. Jacobs, some serving rly
one year and some twe years. The pasters fellowing him were as follows: R. L. ..
Sprinkle, 1895-9%6; L. P. Bogle, 1897; J. J. Edwards, 1898-99. These pastors
filled what was called the Cullowhee Circuit: J. 5. Ragan, 1900; E. Meyers,
1901-02; V. L. Marsh, 1903-0L; A. R. Bell, 1905; V. E. Edwards, 1906; C. H. Clyde,
1907; J. A. Peeler, 1908-09; B, A, York, 1910, and D. R. Proffitt, 1911, :

From a little pamphlet entitled "Webster Circuit, M. E. Church South,"
published in 1907 by the Journal Publishing Company of Sylva, North Carclina, is
this brief infermation: "C. H. Clyde, P. C., Franklin District, R. M. Taylor,
P. E., Western North Carolina Conference, A. W, Wilson, Bishop." :

It was in 1912 that the first church *uilding was erected on the site now
occupied by the pray stone gymnasium of Western Carolina College. This was a
rather large frame structure, having a high ceiling and plain glass windows. One
section could be curtained off and used as Sunday School rocms, or for church .
dinners., This space was seldom needed by the congegation except when revival
services were held There was an elevated rostrum with a choir section on both
sides. The church was roomy enough that sometimes a small Sunday School class
would be held in different corners or sections of the church., A reed organ was
used for years, but was later replaced by a piano. This church was heated by ene
large stove; and often or cold winter Sundays, Sunday School was held around the -
stove.

Alsc in 1912 the Webster Circuit was changed from the Franklin Distriet to
the Waymesville District. In that year Dr. L. B. Abernathy was sent to the
Webster Circuit. There were six churches in this circuit. In 1913 Dr. Abernathy
served only the Cullowhee pastorate and taught in the Cullowhee Normal School.
The Rev. D. R. Profitt filled the pastorate in 1%91L and was followed by J. L.
Teague, who remained for three years—- 1915, 1916, 1917; then by the Rev. John -
Cline, 1918; and Rev. Elzie Meyers, 191%, 1920, and 1921. Mr. Myers had eight
churchez in the Webster Circuit in 1919. In 1920 this was changed to the Webster-
Cullowhee Cireuit with seven churches. Then in 1972 the Rev. Samuel Hillierd
came to what was then set up as the Cullowhee Circuit. This included three
churches: Cullowhee, East La Porte and John's Creek. Because of declining health
Mr, Hilliard remained in Cullowhee only one year.,

He was followed by a young man, the Rev., A, W. Iynch, who remained fer four
years, 1923 through 1926. This church was then made a station. Owing to the






