COWARD FAMILY MEWSLETTER
dJune 20, 1979

Dear Kinfolks:

The 8BTH COWARD REUNION was great! Even though 1t was quite windy, wasn't £ nice
that we did not have rain? And what a good crowd - over 150 people, I am sure. Some
were there for the first time. They came from many places throughout MNorth Carolina,
Tennessee, Florida, Georgia, Oklahoma, Virginia, South Caroiina, Maryland, Alabama,
Loufsiana, and Mew Hampshire. There were people that signed the book that I did

not realize were there until I was looking over the 1ist.

And guess who mowed all that grass at the 01' House before we came? Jane Coward,
our hostess. 3She 15 a remarkable gal, that is for sure. I'11 never be able to keep
up with her, will you?

It was good to see Jane again, and to see that she is feeling so much better, Also
it was good to see Davie Sutton, Emma Hooper, Clark Coward, and all the other cousins.
It is always good to see Talvin and Ruth Coward, and Elda Coward. Conrad Hooper looked
better than I have ever seen him....and he gave us all a scare a couple of years ago
when he was so critically 111. Didn't Cassie Wallace Griffin look great? It was

good to have Paul and Hazel Rohde from Winter Haven, Florida. Also from Winter Haven
were Nell and Tommy Hughes (my sister and brother-in-law). (We feel very fortunate to
have Tommy in our family. He s a very special person.) Herman Meeks came with wife
Elise from Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Those who came the fartherest distance were Lynn and
Elizabeth Russell from Bristow, Oklahoma. My mother, Ellen Smith, enjoyed seeing all
the kin. I think she, Jack and I were the last to leave.

We should thank Glemnn Coward and his family for prowiding us with singing at the beginming
and ending of the Reunfon. And Dan Coward kept young and old alike entertained with

hiz magic tricks. He gets better and better. He carries on the tradition started by

his Uncle Linden Coward.

Donald Wichols, age four months, was the youngest person at the Reunion. Holly Coward
at age sfx months was the next youngest. Clark Coward, who will be B5 in July, was
the oldest.

Conrad Hooper told Jane Coward that he and his brother Davis plan to put up a chain
link fence around the Coward Cemetary at Caney Fork.

Emma Hooper told us that she has a new g-gu_-andchﬂd, Nicole Rene Lewis, born May 2,
1879. The parents Morris Lee Lewis and Elizabeth Ann Lewis live at Reston, Va.
Morris 15 the son of B111 Lewis/Hazel Hooper Lewis,

Dave Coward's family had the Targest representatfon with 57 family members at the
Reunfon. There were around 30 representing the Clara Coward Smith family.

The night before the Reunion, Dave Coward's family got together at the country club,
and there were 61 there.

Members of the Clara Coward Smith family had dinner together on Saturday evening
before the Reunion at the Court Wi11 Inn. This was the first time this had been
done, and it . added to the Reunion weekend. Thoze of us in the Lewis J. Smith/
Clara Coward Smith family are hoping to have the new Administration Build‘f»ﬁ-!-rerftage
Center named for the chairman of the first Board of Trustees: Lewis J. Smith.
Those interested in this project should know that two new members of the Board

of Trustees at WCU have been appointed. They are: G. John Coli, 11 Cogswood Road,
Asheville, NC 28204, Tel. 704/254-3405 and Mr. Frank H. Watson, Attorney, 212-D
Oak Avenue, Spruce Pine, NC 2877. I am not sure whom they will be replacing.

If you should feel inclined to do so, we will appreciate your contacting the
Chancellor at WCU, Dr. H. F. Robinson, and members of the Board of Trustees.

It seems appropriate that those who helped start the school ([and that fncludes
several in the Coward family - Lewis J. Smith, Dave Coward, Wi1l Morton, ete.)
should have recognitfon. As far as I know, the only recognition is the plague

on the campus 1isting the first Board of Trustees.

Well, I'm Back in the Capito] City, and from what 1 hear next year should be an
interesting campaign year. In the Democratic primary 1t appears there may be an
unusual torn of events. Governor Bob Scott, who served so ably from 1969 - 1973,
s considering announcing for Govermor. Jim Hunt, whose present term as Governor
ends next year, may seek another term. This means two men who have held this high
of fice would be facing each other in a primary. By Reunion time next year, we will

know the autcome. )&@/ 5 2

5 The _Family Scribe



I. *Eﬂ;; Enﬁ,sn lived in Rutherford County, N.C.
2ir c TEn:

Entered land on 10 May 1785,

His wife was a Weaver, They had seven children, a1l born in Rutherford Co.

(1) (2) (3} (4} (5) (6) (7
IT. JONATHAK COMARD PETER COWARD SARAH COWARD JAMES COWARD STEPHEN COWARD RERECCA COMARD ELIHU COWARD
- (17_-18_) (17_-18_) (1785-18_ ) {1790-18_) (17_-18_ ) (1793-18_)
married = married marriad
Martha Hudson Navid Cockram Obadiah Worley
Children of Jonathan Coward/Martha Hudson:
(1) (2) (3] (4) (5] (6) (7 {8}
I11. JAMES COWARD  BETSEY COMARD  MANCY COWARD  JOMATHAN COMARD  JANE (JEMNIE) GOMARD  ELIHU COMARD  MARY [POLLY) COWARD  HUTSON COWARD
(1801-18 {1a_-18_) (18_-18_) b. 10 Apr 1807 (18__-18_ {1809-18_ ) (181 _-18_ ) (1814~ )
in 1825 md. md. md . md, 5allie Barnes ml, md. Sarah md, md.
Chloe Nenton  Matthew Carson John Chastain They lived on E1ijah Denton Chastain; John R, Queen Miranda Wikle;
dau. of Samuel, Kelly  Caney Fork. Ford. Rebecca
They 1ived on cl : Cived in Clay Lived on Caney Fork.
Caney Fork 1n Jason Coward Co., H.C. Ch:
Jackson Co,NEC Chastain Marion (Greenville,SC)
Hutson
Jase

EEMJM!]H COMARD

(10}
MARTMA (MATTIE) COMARD

£ 18]6-22 May 1896 18 -18 )
LBFPL'JH.P:IE twice: gl ) ( “nd.

Queen :
WeTTie Fisher William Chast ain, son

af Elijah Chastain

Children of MATHAM COWARD:
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MINERVA EMELINE COWARD (26 Jume 1845 - 4 Oct 1852)

CLARA ALMIRA COWARD (2 March 1847 - 29 March 1M5)
married Lewis J. Smith. 12 children,

TALVIN BERRY COWARD (B8 Mov. 1849 - & Moy . 1892)
married Rebecca Bryson. 3 children.

JOMATHAN DAVID COWARD (22 nDct. 1851 - 3 June 1928)
married Lou Morton. 9 children.

MARTHA SAMANTHA_COMARD (5 Dec. 1853 - 23 April 1885
married George Tumlin, Mo children -

HARH’_HL!CE CONARD (14 August 1856 - 16 Dec. 1934)
married Christopher Bradshaw Zachary. 5 children.

OSCAR BOMAM COMARD (20 Jan. 1859 - 2§ Aug. 1937)
md. 1- Emma Long 2- Eleanora Iachary
4 children & 2 children

{11)
HATHAN COWAR
(12 June 1818 - 22 Feb 1909)
married twice;

1- JRNE ROGERS (25 May 1820 - 14 April 1885) 10 ch
2- Sophia Hedden (19 June 1869 - EF!‘Jec 1922) 4 gh”g:::
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JOHN HAMILTON COWARD (30 Jan, 1867 - 27 March 1885)

SALLIE JAME COWARD (3 July 1863 - 2 Sept. 1040)
married William €. Morton. 8 children

ROBERT ROGERS COMARND (3 April 1866 - & May 1043)
married Lena Euwella Allen, 12 children

1886 - 27 Feh, 1951)
2 children

JOHN HOMER COWARD [
married Mrs. Joan Appleby Smith,

FRANCES EMELINE COWARD (18 August 1838 - 19 June 1962)
married Raymond Glenn

NATHAN COWARD

BENJAMIN FRAMKLIN COWARD (18 July 1891 - )]

JANE HEDDEN COWARD - youngest child of Hathan Coward and the wonderful hostess
of the Coward Family Reunion!






