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*“On the 12th day of June, 1892, we maet at our Father’'s House to
calebrate his seventy-fourth birthday anniveraary.™ - Clara Coward Smith
wrote on June l2, la8%a. {Thia “Big Birthday Party"” waas the firat Coward
Reunlian.)

On the 17th day of June, 1984 - Fathear’as Day - we met at "The Old
Houaa"™ in the Norton Community, Jacksen County, North Carolina, and had the
93rd Coward Reunion. - Jo Ann Smith, June 19, 1984.

The Coward Reunieon = havinag met continually from 1892 throuagh 1984 -
has become guite a traditiem, haan*t it?

There ware those of ua who were concerned that interesat in the
Reunion might decline now that Jane Coward - the last of the Nathan Coward
children - had left cour midat. However, this paat Sunday there were bestwesn
115-120 perasonsa who attended the 1984 reunion. The weather wasa perfect, and
it was a happy occaaion. Aunt Jane would have been quitm pleased with the
day Lf she could have been there wih usa.

Dale Coward extended a welcome. Glenn Coward, as an invocation,
sang “"BElaass Thia Housa". Glenn’s wife Gertrude looked juat wonderful,
having recovered from her atroke.

This waa the firat time in asveral years that Eama Holeman and her
family had been to the Reunion. During the pasat year Emma has bean
hospitalized a couple of timea. She looked great at the Reunion. We aend
good wiashea to her for better health. With a new great-granddaughter who
arrived last July, there are 27 direct deacendanta of Nathan Coward in her
family alone. In a letter written last year, ahe said, "I wonder juat how
nany {(deascendanta) there are altogetherT™

The oldeat onesa attending the Reunlon thia year were Elda Coward, 80
and Oberia Wild Hyatt, 79. The youngeat onea were Jeasajica Lee Harwick, bDorn
29 March 13984, and Noah Bulce, born 24 Feb. 1984. People came from Alabama,
California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, North Carclina. South Carolina, and
Tennesase. Nicholaa and Amy Engler came the fartheat. They are from
California. Amy is the daughter of Lena Coward Jackaon.

Dan Coward wasa the "maater of ceramoniea™. He had his magic ahow
far the children. Dan ia quite good at thisa. He has a very entertaining
act. He did tricks with medal rings. He tore up paper and made it into a
hat. He had acme intereating card tricka and rope tricka. I liked the
dragon (draggin’) rope. June 23 ia a bhig day for Dan thisa year....mors
about that later.

Trudy Adams asked if anyone knows who is the father of Martha
Hudaon, wife of Jonathan Coward. Trudy ia doing a very fine job compiling
the family hiatary. Kent Coward ia alao.

THIS IS A LIST OF THOSE WHO ATTENDED THE COWARD FAMILY REUNION ON 17 JUNE
1984, IN THE NORTON CONMUNITY (NEAR GLENVILLE AND CASHIERS), JACKSON COUNTY,
NORTH CAROLINA. THE FOLLOWING SIGWED THE REGISTER:

T
OSCAR Jule Coward, Route 2, Cashiers, NC 28717 ("The 0ld House™. Morton?
QSCAR Dale Coward, Route 2, Cashierm, NC 28717 (Norton Community?
OSCAR Bobbie Coward - same
OSCAR Holly Coward - mame
QECAR Elda Coward, Route 2, Cashiera, NC 28717
QSCAR Emma Holeman, Harisaa, Illinoia
OSCAR Tom Brown, Sparta, Illinois
OSCAR Betty Laumbatters, Marissa, Illinois
OSCAR Fred Laumbattera, Marissa, Illinoia

HARY Lucille and Mont Stephens, Rt. &7, Box 108, Cullowhas. NC 28723
HARY Ray Hooper, 121 S. Rice Street. Brevard, NC 28712

HARY Ruby Hooper - aama

HARY Conrad Hooper, Raleigh, NC

HARY Anne Hooper - aame

DAVE Darathy D. Bell, Box 18, Buckhead, GA 30625

DAVE Barbara Bell Tyacn, 1200 Oconee Road, Buckhead, GA 3I0E2S
DAVE David Stillwell, Cullowhea, NC

DAVE HMartha Lou Stillwall, Cullowhea, NC

DAVE Robert Wilason, Route 1, Box 83A, Columbiana, AL 35051
DAVE Batasay Wilson - sama

DAVE Bryan Wilmon - aame

DAVE Avary Wilson - sane

DAVE Conrad Frady, Cullowhea, NC

DAVE Glan Buchanan, Cullowhee,., NC

DAVE Jimmy Buchanan, Cullowhesa, NC

DAVE Geneva Buchanan, [ullowhes, NC
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Margaret Gray, 121 Sunriae Drive, Knoxville, TN 37901
Charlea Gray - =samne

Fachel Wilson., 2121 Fernwood Drive, MNashville, TN 37216
Ernest Wilson - aane

Trudy Adama, 2121 Darlington Street, Birmingham, AL

Bob Adams - same

Martha Meyers, 1618 Shurtleff Court, Alton, IL 620032
Mirias Stillwell Allen, Boiling Springa, NC 28017
Leonard Allen - sane

Caroclyn Harwood, Charlotte, NC

Richard Harwood, 2901 Eaatahirae Court, Matthewa, HC 28105
Kathy Harwood - sane

Liaa Harwood - =same

Lauren Harwood - aame

Fred Wandt, Route 1, Box 259, Coamerce, GA 0529

Judie Wendt - ey 1

Melissas Wandt - Sama

Frank Wendt - aame

Jo Ann Smith, Box 320093, Raleigh, NC 27622

H. A. "Jack"™ Smith, Box 200932, Raleigh NC 27622

Clara Wendt, Rt. 1, Wendtwood, Commerce, GA 30529

Lawia J. Smith, Box 751, Clarkeaville, GA 30323

Mary Lea Smith - aame

Florence MeGuire Thompaon, Box 65353, Hayeaville, NC
Jarrett {(Bud) Thompson - aama

Jordan Smith, Macon, GA

Randall Middleton, Cullowheea, NC

Talvin Coward, Rt. 5, Box 224-E, Gresnville, Tenn. 37743
Ruth Coward - aame

Robin Robarts, Lakeland, Florida

Trina Peuley, Lakeland, Florida

Nell Wild Sillmon, Gresnaboro, Ne

Oberia Hyatt, Bryson City, NC

Jake Hyatt, Cherokea, NC

Samantha Hystt, Cherokee, NC

Dick Wittekind, Box 271, Tuckasegea, NC

Linda Wittekind - aame

Chria Wittekind - aame

Kevin Wittekind - =same

Eddie Lamb, Cullowheas, HNC

Karan Lambh - aana

Jimmy Lamb = sams

Larraine Norton, Cullowhes, NG

Roy NHorton, Cullewhee, NC

Lucile Long Woodard, 930 Ela Road, Bryson City, NC 28713
Sarah Sue Norton Duke, 3 Rogers Rd., Cullowhea, NC 28723
Hichaal (HMike) Duka - sane

Jack MNorton, Falls Church, VA.

Kathlesn Norton - aama

Anna Nerton Deyermond, LaPlata, Maryland

Warren Deyermond - aame

Ronnias Nortsn, Route 1, Box 110, Peanrosa, NC 28766

{son of Dennias Nortonl

Bob Deyesrmond. 3834 Kelly Green FPlace, Walderf, MD. 20601
Julisa Deyermond, - same

Dmanna Deyermond Hancook -l Alton, Newtown, LaPlata, MD 20646
Theresa Lynn Hancock

Juanita Levi, 700 Biltmore Ave., Apt. 90, Asheville, NC 28803
Rebeccsa Iveater, 17 Eastridge Ct., Fairview, NC 28730
{dau. of Norma Levi Lathan)

Glenn Coward, Belton, S5C

Gartrude Coward, Belton, 5C

Jane Stephens, Walhalla, S5SC

Susan Conley, Walhalla, 5C

Cindy Stephensa Owens, Eaaley, SC

Steve Owena - same
B, J. Dwans = aame
Alex Owenas - sam:

Angela Glyn (Angie! Stephena, Gresnville, 35C (Walhalla,3C)
Dan Coward - 5SC

Terry Coward, Dove Circlae #23, Clemason, S5C 29631
Nathan Coward, 524 Foreat Lane, Belton, 5C 29627

Amy Engler - Californis {(dau. of Lena Coward Jackaon)
Nichalas Engler - Calif.

Joa Coward, Belton, 5C

Doana Coward = W

Banny Cowazd, 110 Hampton Avenus, Honey Path, SC 29654
Tz=resa Hall Coward - aane

Evalyn Coward Hoore, Belton, SC and family
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BENJAMIN COWARD DESCENDANTS (attended Reunion)
Kent cnun;i, 42 Weat Hain Street, Sylva, NC
Batty Coward - sSame
Roger Dillard - Sylva, NC
Hary Jane Dillard - aame
Hazel Rohde, Winter Haven, Florida
Paul Rohde, Winter Haven, Florida
Jannifer Rohde, Winter Heven, FL

IN MEMORIAN

LUNA ETHEL CAREY, born 29 March 1301 - diad July 1983. She lived
in Seattle, Washington. Her parents were Aaron Hooper/Mary Jane Zachary,
and her grandparents were Kit Zmchary/Hary Coward. She waa the sister of
Lucille Stephena, Ray Hooper, Warren Hooper, and Lyle Kit Hooper. An older
aister Inezx died 24 Feb. 1983.

THELMA PHILLIPS FORESTER, born 4 July 13915 - died 31 Jan. 1984 of
cancer. She was the daughter of John Phillips/Bertie Smith and
granddaughter of Lawia J. Smith/Clars Coward. She lived in Chattanocoga,
Tennesase. She is survived by her husband Jamea F. Forester, threa
daughters Dixie Saeger, Gayle Heith, and Joy Laport, and one aister Blanche
Painter of RFD Sylva, NC.

Frad Carroll, husband of Mildred Buchanan Carroll. died in January
1984 in Murphy, NC. Hildred is the granddaughter of Fannie Coward Buchanan.

In July of 1983 I had a nice letter from Warren W. Hooper, 828
Fairfield Ave., Westminater, MD 21157. He said "I retain many fond mesoriea
»f going to the family reuniona each year aa a child with my mothar. I
regret to say that I have not attended one in the paat 45 years. Howaver, I
am looking forward to attending in the next y=ar or ao -- espacially aince
I'l]l be free to do so, upon retirement.” I saw Warren’s aister Lucille and
hia brother Ray, but did not ase Warren at this reunion. Let‘s hope he can
naka the one next year. e e e

MEW BABTIES TN THE FAMILY

CHILD DATE OF BIRTH PARENTS GRANDPARENTS

Amanda Hope Harrold 12 Oct. 1983 Joseph & Tammy Harrold Dale & Bobbie Coward
Loring AFB, Maine Cashiers, NHC

Kevin Wictekind 10 Apr. 1979 Dick & Linda Wittekind Roy & Lorraine Norton
Tuckasagme, NC Cullowhea, HC

Theresa Lynn Hancock 1 June 1982 Steve & Diana Hapcock  Warren & Anna Norton
La Plata, MD Deyearmond

Lisa Harwood 7 Aug. 1979 Richard & Kathy Harwood Carolyn Harwood
Macchews, NC Charlotte, NC

Lauren Harwood 27 Mar. 1982 Richard & Kathy Harwood Carolyn Harwood
Matthews, HC Charlotte, HC

Sarah Ellen Smitch 14 Qetr. 1982 Douglas & Betty Smich Jack & Jo Ann Smith
Raleigh, NC Raleigh, WC

Patrick Andersom Smith & HNov. 1983 Douglas & Betty Smith Jack & Jo Ann Smith
Raleigh, WC Raleigh, HC

Samuel Trov Robinson 5 Mav. 1983 Jim & Nancy Robinsan Jack & Jo Ann S3mith
Winsten-Salem, W Raleigh, HC

Cassie Redding Griffin 21 May 1984 M/M F. 5. Griffin III Floyd & Polly Griffin
Florence, AL Florence, AL

Hoah Buice 24 Fab. 1984 Carl & Cynthia Buice Charles & HatEgIEL Gray
Macon, GA Fnoxville,

Jesgica Lee Harwick 2% Mar. 1984 Richard & Sandra Hardwick James & Loulse Hooper
Fairfax, VA McLean, VA

Davie Sutton has moved to West Jefferson. NC. with her
daughter/son-in-law, Dorothy Sue and Duncan Vail. {We would appreciate
having the new addraam.) Davie Sutton will have her 90th birthday on 10
August 1984. EVERYONE in the COWARD FAMILY WISHES COUSIN DAVIE A SPECIAL
DAY? MAY IT BE VERY HAPPY AND WVERY ENJOYABLE!

Gary Norton has moved to Langley AFB, Hampton, Va. (When Jack
Norton gets his new address, we are counting on him te share it with the
kin.2

HEW MARRIAGEZ
7 August 1983 - Robert H. Spoone of Knoxville, Tennessse, md. Lyling Wong.
12 August 1983 - Banny Coward married Teresa Hall. He is on the
Balton, 5C. police force.
1 October 1983- John Jankins, son of the late Wiley & Halan Jenkins,
married Patty Royal of Arkanaaas.
23 June 1984 - - Dan Coward, we are awaiting word about this date.



i
QTHER FAMILY NEWS
Lewis Painter of Sanford, Florida, had gall bladder surgery.
Florence Thompaon of Haveaville, HC had gall bladder surgery, but she ia
doing very well. She waa at the reunion this year.

CHASTAIN CONNECTIONS

Aa you probably know, & couple of the esarly Cowarda married
Chastaina. Last Octocbar I heard The Landmark Quartet aing. and they were
vary good. Their leader ia Billy Wayne Chastain, Hillereat Drive,
HcCayaville, GA 30555, and ha looked like a Coward to me. It would be great
if wa could get Billy and hia guartet to come to the reunion aometime.

COWARD PHOTOS

Every year [ see cameras snapping pictures at the Reuniona. I°ve
been keeping a Coward Reunion acrapbock for yesars myself, and I love ay
pictures. I have asome alides which I made in 1964. I was wondering if
others have made alides. Sometime it would be very nice to be abla to show
theae alidea at a reuvnion, don‘t you think? I have a screen and a
projector which holds about 20-30 slidea at a time. Dale, ia thare a
aeeting house at Norton close by “The 0ld House™ by any chanca? Would this
interfare with the reunion or add to ita enjoyment? If anyone haa any ideas
about this, please communicate with Dale about this.

How much trouble ia it to make alidea from snapshota? Can it be
done? Dosa anyone know? Da you nesad te use the negativea or the photos to
make the slides? I‘ve made photos from slides, but never alides from photos
ao I'm unfamiliar with the procesa. I'm aure we have aome camara buffa in
the family who would know tha anawear.

If we can’t accomplian this any time acon, mayba we can do
someathing special for the 100th Reunion. We ought to have a “"think tank™
considering ideaa for thias, parhapa one reprasentative from sach af the
Nathan Coward familiea {(Clara, Tolwvin, Dave, Oacar, Mary, Sallie, Bob,
etc,), plua a representive of Banjamin, etc. Conrad Hooper would be a good
one to organize this.

Lat’'s sae, L984 was the 93rd Reunion, =mo I guess the 100th would be
1991, wvouldn‘t Lit? Just seven years away.... It is hard for me to beallieve
that this ia 1984, and thia year ia half over. Aa faat aa time gets by, the
100th Reunion will be here bhafore we know it.

BOOKS
Howard R. Symond, Jr., Rt. 1, Box 139-B-1, Eufaulta, AL 36027 published
*MEATH WESTERN SQD.* Price: S7.50. Several people asked if he has done a

ascond book on Jacksmon Co. NC cemetary recorda. I havan't heard. Doaa
anyone know?

Alice McGuire Hamilton’s BLUE RIDGE MOUTAIN MEMORIES,*s true story at the
turn of the century about people in Jackson County. Very interesting.
Price: 24.50, plua #]1 for poatage/handling. (NC reasidenta: 4% sales tax.)
Avallable from BSU-Booka, Box 253334, Raleigh, NC 27611.

BY CHANCE OR BY PLAM, Weatern Caroclina Univeraity: Its Beginning, by Jo Ann
Smith, was published Octcber 1982. Order from BSU-Booka, Box 25354,
Raleigh, NC 27611. Price: 25.3953, plua %1 for postage/handling. (HC
rasidentas: 4% sales tax.}

TRACING YOUR ROOTS,*published by Consumer Guide, Bell Publiahing Co., 1977.
Library of Congreaa Number 77-92416. If you cannot find it in & bookatore
or in your hometown library, you may order a copy from BSU-Booka, Box 25354
Raleigh, NC 27611. Price:! 37.93, plua =1 for postage/handling. (NC
residents: 4X sales tax.)

#* I mantion all of the above bacausa they have been helpful to ma in
doaing reasearch on family histery, and I thought you might find them useful
alac if you like to work on family hiateory. If you get into family hiatory,
I would like to auggeat that you use “"family group aheeta™ to put your
information on, at first; then you will be able to see what you know and
what you do not know. Then you can build from that. Thess sheets can be
kept in a notebook. Whean I first bagan, I didn’t have theae. In looking
back, I wish I had atarted cut that way.

If you do get into family histery, I“11 tell you right now, it will
ba fun. There is sc much to learn. Evaryone who has lived haas left some
“footprints in the aanda of timea®™. Deeda, willa, birth recordsa, marriage
recorda, death records, old court minutes, etc. all build their own atory.
Datesa are very important. If you put sventsa in order by datea, the history
of a famnily tells ite own atory.

R/




{CONTINUED) COWARD FAHILY NEWSLETTER JUNE 25. 1984
DAVE COWARD/LOU NORTON FAMILY

For the paszt several years, on the Saturday evening before the Cowar i
Reunion, deacendanta of Dave Coward/Lou Neorteon have been having a get togethoer
at the Jarrett House, Dillaboro, NC. I believe Trudy Adama toald me that this s
the place where Uncle Dave and Aunt Lou apent their wedding night. ({Trudy
carrect me if I'm wreng, please. Asa I msaid before, I can‘t always trust ay
mEmary .}

The Dave Coward/Lou Norton family is one of the larger branches of tie
Nathan Coward family, and this annual dinner which they have is a apecial
tribute to Uncle Dave and Aunt Lou. ...... A NICE EVENT!

LEWIS J. SMITH/CLARA COWARD FAMILY

In 1979 deacendants of Lewisa J. Smith/Clara Coward had a dinner
asating at the Court House Hill Inn in Sylva on the Saturday evening before
the Coward Reunion. While we were delighted to have an opportunity for fun
and fellowahip, we decided that we would form an amaaocciation to promota
history and educaticon, and we named the assocciation the Lewis J. Smith

Associatlion. {Menmberahip in this association ia not limited to the
deacendants of Lewis J. Smith/Clare Coward line. Anyone interested can take
part.}

One item of business which we discusaed was the giving of proper
recognition teo the founderas of the achool which is today Weatern Carolina
Univeraity. A& you know, aaveral membera of the Coward family were involved
in the founding of this schoocl. Unfortunately, the pressnt administration a°
U has choaen to do little to honor them.

During a conversation which I had with Chancellor "Cotton" Robinaon,
he told me that he thought the Founders Auditorium in the Administration
Building was aufficlent recognition. However, he aust belisve that he has
done more than the founders because he had no objection to having the
Adminiastration Bulilding named for himaelf. While I am sure Robinson is
daserving of aocma credit for those things which he haa done for WCU, I think
only time will tell juat how deserving he is of this particular recaognition.
There have Baan many presidenta and there will be many chancellors, all of
whom will do certain worthwhile things for the acheosl -- if they do what the-
are paid to do by the taxpayers of the State of Noarth Carolina. In ne way 4.
I wish to take away from theas able peraona any credit for the work thay haw.
done, and I will be the first to aay proper tribute ahould be paid to esach for
having deone a good job.

Becauas of the lack of recognition given to the founders up to this
time, I was prompted to write ANCE OR BY P starn Carolina
Univeraity: ITts Beginning., which was published in October 1982. HNow at leas .
there la a written account of the astruggle ta found a school in the late
1880'a, and it wasa a atruggle, a real atruggla.

In time, perhapa other recognition can be given to thease founders.

LEWIS J. SMITH ASSOCIATION, INC.

The Lewis J. Smith Asacciation has held an annual meeting every vyear
since 1373. First, we had a dinner meeting. Howsver, in 1983 we changed ow
‘ormakt. We had a luncheon meeting, a tour, and a picnic supper. This was =
auccessful that in 1984 we made a full day of it, beginning with a merning
tour and anding with a picnic aupper.

On our 1983 tour, we visited the aite of the Lewia J. Smith/Clara
Coward homeplace in Cullowhee, then went to the Eaat LaPort Masonic Lodge, to
the Eaat LaPort Methodist Church cemetery, and then to the aite where uncﬁrh;d
flour mill was cparated by Lewis J. Smith, Clark Allen, and Dave Coward. (Sae
Linden Coward‘s book, page 17.)

Hote: (1) Clark Allen waas Lewia J. Smith®a brother-in-law. Clark
Allen‘s wife was Mannie L. Smith, sister of Lewia J. Smith. Lena Allen, dau.
of Clark Allen/Nannie L. Smith, married Robert Rogera Coward, asn of Nathan
Coward/Jane Rogera. (2) Dave Coward was Lewis J. Smith’s brother-in-law alse.
Clara Coward, wife of Lewia J. Smith, was a sister to Dave Coward.

The Lewia J. Smith Association, Inc., hald ita 1984 meeting at Lake
Junaluaka Assmembly becauss Lewis Smith (the firat) had ssttled on Richland
Craek, and the Assembly ia located on landas which formerly belonged to him.
Ve toured the area, visiting Rogera Cove, Jonathan Creek, Richland Creek at
che point it enters Lake Junaluska and alsoc the asite behind the dam where it
flowa under the bridge. We alsc visited a site where Lewia Smith (the firat)
= or hia son John Lewis Smith - lived. (I need to clarify this point.?






