THE COWARD FAMILY NEWSLETTER

P. 0. Box 30093
Raleigh, NC 27622

Dear Kinfolks,

Over the last little while, I have a bit of family news to report. I appreclate the cards
and letters I have received over the last year. The family news can be reported here for
all to read about, wyhen it is sent to me.

Clara McGuire Wendt took a three-week trip to China, then stopped over to visit her daughter
Johanna and family for Christmas 1981. (We keep hoping she will include a trip to Raleigh
on her icenerary.)

Olive Merrell wrote that Rebecca Lee was born on December 1, 1981, weighingin at 8 1/2 1bs.
Her parents (John & Connie) are just as proud of her as Olive is. Olive says, "she has
lots of dark hair and of course I think she is beautiful™

Mrs. Jerome J. (Melba) Ashy writes: "Looking up my family history is something I have always
wanted to do and have never taken the time. However, back in June, I was in N.C. for a
funeral, the wife of G. B. Coward, Jr. of Balsam and my uncle. I decided then to get started
on this while there were still relatives to help me. S0 I began looking and Blanche Painter
pointed me to you. She is kin to my grandmother's side of the family, the Phillips of Cul-
lowhee. I would like to get on your mailing list and would like to receive any information
that you can give me. Perhaps there is a place that I could write for the information that

I need. I know who my great grandparents were but can not go back further than that."

Melba, send me the names of your great-grandparents and a self-addressed envelope. If I
have anything, I'11 be glad to share it with you.

Effie 5. Klyner of Portsmouth, Va. writes: "I, too, am interested in the Coward family,
although I have not actively begun to research any records. I have been working on another
branch of my family by the name of Bullock from Va., N.C. and later Tennessee. My mother's
father was William Fielding Coward who married Nellie Butler of Cumberland County. I know
very little of my grandfather's family. He was living in Ashboro at the time of his marriage
about 1890-91. He had a brother Jim (James Isaac) and a sister Maud. Jim had a son, Clarence,
who lived in Winston-Salem. I've been told that Maud owned a funeral home and/or a furniture
—store—in-Ashbero.- My grandfather died in 1922 here in MNorfolk (Va.).

If any of the kin wish to correspond with Melba or Effie, their addresses are:

Mrs., Jerome J. Ashy, Route &, Box 2040, Porter, Texas 77365

Effie 5. Klyner, 30 Early Drive, Portamouth, Va. 23701.

Unfortunately, I am unable to correspond to the extent I would like to. I find that the
older I get, the less energy I have and the more demands upon my time there are, which leaves
me somewhat frustrated at times. However, I welcome a telephone call, and I .am a night owl,
so a good time to reach me is between 10 - 11 p.m. at 919-782-6102. I always stay up to
watch the 11 o'clock news, so feel free to call me any late evening. Another good time is
between 9 - 10 a.m. at the same number, but the night time is the best time, usually. I'm
giving you the best times, but I would welcome a call anytime. My work number is 919-781-
7240, but I work part of the time at home and part at the office, with my hours varying

from day to day. You used to get Newsletters from me several times a year, but now I do
well to get one off just before the Coward Reunion and a follow-up just after the Reunion.

I have enjoyed deing these but the time may come when I can't continue. I hope there is
some young person out there who will be willing to take it up in order to keep the family
news circulated.

I have received a letter from Pam Taylor, P. 0. Box 93, Cullowhee, NC 28723, who is interested
in the Rogers. Will someone write her? Trudy Adams has done a lot of good work on the
family, and maybe she can drop her a line. Or Pam can give me a call and maybe I can answer
some questions for her.

Some of you wrote for a copy of BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN MEMORIES. Did you receive your copy?
If not, let me know. I still have some lefr. I hope I mailed each of you one when you
wrote for one. It's a great book about the Cullowhee school (now WCU) and Jackson County
folks in the early 1900's. If you want a book, send me 54.50 plus 63¢ postage, and I'11
send vou one.

Another letter I have received is from Betty Lawrence, Route 1, Iantha, MO 64753. As you
know another spelling of COWARD is COWHERD, which is an early spelling. She says, "My grand-
father was James Oap Cowherd. His father was Jacob C. Cowherd who came to Boone County from
Kentucky after the Civil War. He supposedly rode with Morgan's Raiders during the War.

In Boone County, he married Louisa Hall. They had 3 children, James Oap, and twins -
Permelia and Miles - who died at the same time as their mother, shortly after their birth.







