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IN MEMOR IAM

JANE HEDDEN COWARD
(16 Jan 1897 - 20 May 1984)

Our beloved Jane Hedden Coward passed away at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 20, 1984
at C. J. Harris Hospital, Sylva, North Carolina. Words cannot express our loss,
Moody Funeral Home in Sylva was in charge of arrangements. Funeral services were held

at 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, May 23, 1984, The Reverend Joe Davis officiated. Burial
was in Keener Cemetery.

A native of Webster, Aunt Jane was the daugﬁter of the late Nathan and Sophia
Hedden Coward. She was a graduate of Fruitland Imstitute in Hendersonville, N.C.
and received a degree in business education from Women's College in Greensboro,

She was a charter member of the Webster Historieal Society and a member of First
United Methodist Church of Sylva.

For 30 years she was co-owner and operator of Jane and Dot's Flower Shop.
Prior to that, she was assistant secretary-treasurer of Builders Supply and

Lumber Company for 23 years. She served as Deputy Register of Deeds for Jackson
County for four years.

Not only was Aunt Jane a civic and business leader, but she was a policical
leader as well. According to an article which she wrote in 1966, she said, "My
first vote was cast in the year 1920 - the year that women were first permitted
to vote. O5ince that time I have never failed to vote in every Primary and in ev
General Election save for one second primar
to enlist in the WAC's during World War II.
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"In 1928 I ran on the Democratic ticket for Register of Deeds of Jackson County,

led the ticket in the Primary and then was defeated when the entire ticket went down
in the State-wide Republican landslide that Fall."

In 1350 Aunt Jane was elected first vice chairman of the Jackson County Democratic
Executive Committee and served continuously in that capacity under five different
chailrmen., In 1962 she was chosen Districr Democratic Woman of the Year., In 1963,
upon the death of Chairman Charles Price, she served as chairman for the remainder
of his unexpired term. Then in 1964, she was elected as chairman of the Jackson County
Democratic Executive Committee and became the first woman elected,
county chairman in the State of North Carolina.
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