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' THE 83RD COWARD FAMILY REUNION

; It is likely that the first.Coward to come to Western Nerth
Carolina was JAMES COWARD. According to the records of the Office of
the Secretary of State in Raleigh, N.C., JAMES COWARD received a
grant of 100 acres "on both sldes of Green Rlver" in Rutherford Co.,
N, €y, on the 9th day of August 1787, Refl.: Hook 65, Page 321, File
Mo, 305,

This JAMES COWARD was the father of several children, one
botng JONATHAN COWARD, Jonathan was the father of NATHAN COWARD.

The flrat Coward Family Reunlon was held June 12, 1892,
Ihe family of NATHAN COWARD had gathered on thls date to celebrate
his birthday., The tradltlon of having an annual family reunion on
or near his birthday has continued each and every year from that
date to the present tlme.
' The following article was written In 1898 by Clara Coward
Smith, daughter of Nathan Coward, on the occasion of the seventh
annual family reunion:

"Oon the 12th day of June, 1892, we met at our Father's
house to celebrate his seventy-fourth birrhday anniversary. There
and then we agreed to meet every year during his life, rotating from
one home to another beginning at my house, I being the eldest. This
we have followed up, going on down from one home to another untfl
to-day we meet with our youngest brother at hls home -- once our
dear old home. '

"Ler us look back and contemplate how much we have to be
thankful for. ! E

"First, let us thank God that he has spared cur dear
Father to meet with each of us at our own homes, . Yes, we are a
favored family to have our Fatber among us all these years; and’ he,
too, has been more than ordinarily favored with long life - to~day
lie becomes an octogenarlan., Few indeed can say this. i

"Mhen let us thank God that we are here on the very spot
where we were born, where we can look back on our childhood days,
Ah, well do we all remember the happy days we have spent here to-
gethoer. To=day our minds go back and each one of our dear brothers
nnd slecers seem to come up as In the days that we ware light-
hearted children, when our sorrows were momentary and our joyas
dbundant.

"But the deepest memories that cling to us are those of our
dear sainted Mother., I do believe if we did not have the very best
Mother that ever lived there never haes been or ever will be another
as self-sacrificing and unselfish as ghe was, Now, we can only re-
member her in the past, You who were favored with being with her in
her last hours remember that when told bv our Father she was nearing
the end of thils life, that she said, "I have always prayed for dying
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