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Dear Kinfolks,

Happy Mew Year! It had been my intention tn cet out a Hewsletter in December, but
unfortunately I developed back trouble and spent a rood part of December in bed.

Since our last Hewsletter our family has lost several of our beloved family members:

LINDEN J.”'COWARD of Route 1, Ware Shoals, SC, died June 2%, 1974, in an Easley
nursine hore after a lingerinr illness of two and a half years and a serious illness
of two weeks. Ille was a native of Cowarts, !C, and a son of the late Robert R.
Coward/Lena Allen. Linden, who wrote our HATPAIl COVARD-JANE ROGERS FAMILY history,
was by profession an entertainer. [e traveled throughout the United States perform-
ing magic and ventriloquism acts for nany years. e always provided entertainment
at our reunions. Services were conducted by the Rev. R. ', Morgan at Parker White
Funeral Home in Belton, SC; burial was in Graceland Cemetery in Greenville., Pall-
bearers were Allen, Joe and Dan Coward, Glenn Russell, David Dyal and Billy Bowile.
Had he lived, Linden would have had his 78th hirthday on August 19, 1974,

WOODIE ZACHARY HOOPER, 81, b. 30 Aup. 1893, died Sunday December 29, 1974, at C. J.
Harris Cormunitv Hospital, Sylva, NC, after a long illness. Funeral services were
held at 11 a.m., Tuesday, December 31, 1974, at Cullovwhee United Methodist Church

of which she was a member. The Rev. George Yeekley officiated. Burial was in Upper
Coward Cemetery on Caney Fork Creek. Her grandsons were pallbearers. DBesides her
two sons, Conrad and NDavis, she was survived by eight grandchildren and 15 great-.
grandchildren, A life-long resident of Jackson County, Woodie was the dau. of
Christopher DradshawZachary/Mary Alice Coward.

JOoHN G. (JOHNNMY) PHILLIPS died unexpectedly lMonday, January 13, 1975, from a heart
dttack. The funeral was Thursday, January 16, 1975, at Cullowhee. Johnny's wife is
Margaret lMewland Phillips and they lived in Mableton, Ga. Johnny was born 19 April
1917, at Cullowhee, son of John C. Phillips/Bertie Smith. ;

CLAUDE HENSOIN died of a heart attack. It is my understanding that he was stricken
while on a trip to Chicago. Claude was president of the First National Bank of
Asheboro, W€, FHe and his family attended the 1974 Reunion, the first one for him in
a long, lone time, and at that time he locked the picture of health. Claude was
born 23 Nov. 1217, the son of Will L, Henson/Beulah J. Norton.

Several months ago Erma . Hooper wrote that Florence Coward Brown's son died last
surmer (late June or early July 1974.)

All of these loved ones will be dearly missed as they meant a great deal to their
family members.

On Tuesday, Jan. 14 I was in Washington, D. €. attending a reception for our new
U. S. Senator, Robert Morgan, and who should I run into but our cousin, James E.
(Jim) Hooper, son of Emma Norton Hooper. He lives in lMcLean, Va. A pleasant

surprisel!

Cousin Emma Hooper's grandson, Morris Lewis, was married 29 June 1974 to Elizabeth
Ann Cannon. Our best wishes to the newly-weds! Morris is I'azel Hooper Lewis' young-
est son.

Cousin Frma Morton Hooper had a birthday this month., On hand to help her celebrate
the special occasion were lMrs. Clarence (Juanita) Levi and son Johnny, Dr. and Mrs.
Jack Tuson (Ruth) and children Keith, Tent, "rock and Dawn, Mr. and IMrs. Bill Lewls
(iinzel) and their son Billy, his wife and children, John and Haty.

Navid Stillwell and Martha Lou Stillwell spent Christmas in Charlotte at the home of
their sister, Mrs. Carolyn Harwood.

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Duke recently visited friends in Jacksenville, Fla. On their
return trip, they stopped in Decatur, Ga., and brought their grandchildren, Terry
Lynn and Patrieia Ann, home with them for a few days visit.

Floyd S. Griffin, Jr, and familv are now in Florence Ala. Last Aupust Cassie
Wallace Griffin and dau. Pepgy Spoone and her family tool: a trip to uwpper M. Y. and
Canada.

Clara McGuire Wendt, who now lives in Ca. came up to Franklin, NC while I was visit-
ing Mother earlv in December. &he and I rambled around Jackson County and spent a
wouderful day together. B5Sha and Mother drove tno Tlorida January 10th. Mother is
visiting my sister Nell Hurhes in ¥Hnter Yaver, Fla., and Clara has gone to Fort

Lauderdale, Fla. to visit her sister RElice :fo7aize ileeks.
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¥y sister Frances and her husband Jim Fayne also have rone te Flaorida for a wisit
this month.

Clara's dau. Wancy and her hushand Bichard Rideocut, and their son Will, are mow
liwins in Faleigh, Ve are delighted to have kin so close. They moved here from HY.

¥y nisce, Laura Fughes Smith, her husband Bill Smith, and their daus. Jennifer and
al1ison have moved to Tinston—Salem, 1TC this year, much to our delirht since they
will be close enought to visit. My sister Hell and her husband Tormy Hughes came to
Winston-Salem for Thanksmiving with Laura and her fanily, and then they came dows

to Raleigh after Thankspivins for a short visit with ny sister Frances, and me and
pur families. Bill Smith is working for Coca-Cola in Winston-Salem.

Blanche Phillips Painter said that Uiley and Helen Jenkins (who live in Lanham, Md.}
came down to Jackson County in Howvember, and they went te Chattanooga, Tenn. for
Thanksgiving with their sister Thelma Phillips Forester. Wiley's mother passed
away Oet. 27, 1974 after a long 1llnees.

Lewis J. Smith, who is with the U. 5. Forest Service, has heen transferred from
Clarksville, Ga. to Hot Sprinps, Arkansas, effective October 1, 1974. He has been
assisned to tinber nanarement activities in the Resources Division of the Guachita
Fational Forest headquerters im Hot Springs. During his 25 year career in the
Forest Service he has served on Wational Forests in North Carolina, Louisisna,
Florida, Georgia, and the Ozark Hational Forest in Arkansas, as well as the Southern
Reglonal office in Atlanta, Ga.

Jack and I traveled through Arkansas in Aupust and had a nice - although short -
vigit with Geneva Crook at Little Roclk.

Elise Meeks spent last August at Havesville, NC. A number of the Smith cousins
got together there for a cookout. ¥We all had a wonderful tima.

James M, Conley, for the past three years teacher and assistant principal at Cedar
Grove Elementary School in Beltom, SC, on July 1, 1974 took the position of Frincis
prlof Manning Primary School #n Mannine SC. Bis wife is the fermer Clends Coward,
deu, of Clenn Coward/Gertrude Jordan. The Conleys have two children, David and
fusan. Our hest wishes to vou in wour new home and new jobl

Tha last newsletter malled to Bon Levi wasg returned. Who can send me his correct
address? Incidentally, please keep me Informed if any of the relatives move, be—
canne I gsually do a newsletter sbout every six momths. Also keep ne informed of
811 the news.

I'va been trying te compile the location of all the Family Reunions. Do you reeall
where the reunion was held any particular yeaer. For years it rotated from heme to
heme, but we have no record when it was he® where, Can you help on this? ‘*Perhaps L

someone In Sylva could check throuph the bacl newspapers in the month of June at
the newspaper offieca. Surely there would be a write—up each year.

Best wishes to you all,

Yout lwin,
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