Tavid and Awne

The §Lags in Charleston had been Lowered Lo half-mast. One could deel the
sonnow of the City as it went about the busdiness of buwwing <ts dead from the (L&-
jated plane which crashed in Charlotte cloiming many Lives, Lincluding 30
Charlestonians.

The veny ofd and Lovely Bethel Metnodist Chunch was {ilfed Lo capacity with
the nelatives, friends and business associates of David and Anne Flintom. 14 was
to this chunch that the young counle, soon aflfen their mawiiage, had entened into a
membership that Lasted overn half a centuwy. To this church they had aiven of them -
selves and of thein subslance, and in it they had found on anchor for thein deep
and abiding 4aith,

The serwices that Sunday aftemoon were quiet and dignidied. The onganist
played the old, familian hymis. The ministen read the comfornting and beautiful
passages which have offened hope and recdfiwmation of faith throughout the ages.

He apoke of thein devofion, of thein Loyalty, of theirn concern for individuals and
fon mankind.

Each handsome casket was covened with a blanket of nred noses. The only othen
fLowerns in the church wene fwo baskets of white spiden mums and ned carneiions. The
beauty of the {lowens somchow blended with the beauty o4 the church, neithen de-
thaeting from the othex.

The sunfight {iltered through the huge trees hung with Spanish moss in the
picturnesque old cemeteny of St. Andrews Panish. Thenre was an abundance of Lvy
softening and coverding many graves. 1€ was so0 pecceful, a place whene Lt seemed
approphiate to say .

oo "sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust, approach
thy grave as one whe wraps the drepeny of his couch
about him and Lies down to pfecsant dreams.”
I am swie that each of ws gathered thene felt comfonted by the appropricteness of
the timeless surnroundings--this Last nesting ploece {or our beloved David and Amne.

I believe ourn sorrow was softened by the deep and abiding {aith of oun
“henitage, and by oun knowledge that they who had wakked tegethen in Life had be-
qua the naw jowwey Logethen. Always, we rememben them togethen; we are grnteful
they were spared a painful separation.

Aften the Last senvices we retwwed to thein home where, fon a shoat time, we
visited with nelatives and griends, nemembening end asking about those who were
unable to come on who had preeceded us from the family circle.

e were so0 grateful that oun gentle Aunt Veny, oun Loveable Unele Dick and
precious Little Aunt Jo were cbfe to be among us. Me wene so0 glnd o see the many
cousdins. Oun family patnianch Unele Eancst ond dean Aunt Myatle wene unable to
attend but were present dn oun heants. o spoke of Aunt Edna, who was {L2, and of
tﬂﬁm M:xécfa mho 48 stLLL activedy pursuing her interesi din growing pfamnts, (e Love

em all.

The Flintoms, mny-strong and spanning three, penhaps four, agenerations, wene
ghacious and Lovels , and T think we o2l felt a strong bond of Rinship.

e had the opporntunily Lo neeall Lightern momants of doys past. e remembenred
that Uncle Devid hed many times nemanked thet he believed he cowld easily get a
divoree--that L3 4§ he ever desined one--since the inexperdienced and young ministen
who officiated at thein marniage had him stand on the wrong sdde. He nemembenred
assuning Aund Anne that she st{LE Looked young and beautiful aften being greeted by
an old acquaintrnee whom she had not scen dn yecns by, "UelL, Anne, you've sonk of
paled out Like the nest of us.” Each of ws had a favorite stony. VYes, it was a
time fon nemzmbening, forn sharning, for appreciating.

And on my parnt, 1 came Lo a fullon nealization that 1, Nelf Mclaughlin pMeyens,
aranddaughten of Charles and Sarah Bind, doughter of Minndie Bind Melaughlin, next
to the oldest, Living cousin (1 believe Roy Blachwell by barely two months holds
the distinetion of oldest]) L& fast becoming, on indeed has become, the ofden

generations
I Zove you ‘e



